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How difficult is it really?



NORMA Oficial Mexicana NOM-059-
SEMARNAT-2010, Protección ambiental-

Especies nativas de México de
flora y fauna silvestres-Categorías de riesgo y 
especificaciones para su inclusión, exclusión 

o cambio-Listade especies en riesgo.



Protected Not protected

Allodontichthys hubbsi Allodontichthys zonistius
Allodontichthys polylepis Alloophorus robustus
Allodontichthys tamazulae Allotoca maculata
Allotoca catarinae Allotoca meeki
Allotoca diazi                                                                                    Allotoca zacapuensis
Allotoca dugesii Chapalichthys encaustus
Allotoca goslinei Chapalichthys pardalis
Ameca splendens Chapalichthys peraticus
Ataeniobius toweri Girardinichthys multiradiatus
Characodon audax Goodea atripinnis
Characodon lateralis Goodea gracilis
Girardinichthys viviparus Ilyodon cortesae
Hubbsina turneri Ilyodon whitei
Ilyodon furcidens Xenotaenia resolanae
Neoophorus regalis                                                                     Xenotoca doadrioi 
Neotoca bilineata                                                                                        Xenotoca lyonsi 
Skiffia francesae Xenotoca variata
Skiffia lermae Zoogoneticus purhepechus
Skiffia multipunctata
Xenoophorus captivus
Xenotoca eiseni
Xenotoca melanosoma
Zoogoneticus quitzeoensis
Zoogoneticus tequila





Dear Undersecretary of  Management for Environmental Protection!

My name ist Michael Koeck, I am curator in the Haus des Meeres Zoo in Vienna, Austria, and responsible for freshwater fishes, birds, mammals and insects. 

Since the early 1990’s, I am interested in the endemic Mexican fishgroup Goodeidae. Getting notice of the threat of many species of this group by the early millenium years, I 
founded six years ago the Goodeid Working Group (www.goodeidworkinggroup.com ), an international group of volunteers – privates, zoos and even schools – cooperating
in the only goal to stop the disappearing of old Goodeid strains in captivity and to preserve these fish from extinction in the wild. In this endavour, we - the GWG - cooperate
in exchanging our breeding stocks, in spreading old or rare strains as often as possible, but also in distributing the knowledge about these fish by giving lectu~res, doing
international conventions once a year - the next will be held by the end of September in Portugal -, by funding projects in Mexico like the re-introduction of Zoogoneticus 
tequila in the Río Teuchitlán main spring, supporting scientific projects and by realizing survey trips to get an overview about the environmental situation in Goodeid habitats. 
Our work is done voluntarily as said before and completely unpaid. Besides this work within the Goodeid Working Group, I accepted to be coordinator of the family Goodeid 
within the European Association of Zoos and Aquariums (EAZA) to create Regional collection plans, means doing a plan which species is worth to be bred by Zoos according to 
its threat and I will start soon to evaluate the whole family for the IUCN redlist. 

This fish family is absolutely extraordinary. It encomasses 40 species livebearing fish with a very special kind of reproduction, breeding the babies in their bellys for two
months and then giving birth to well developed young fish. Thesefish were orginally found all over the Mesa central, including even Mexico City. Nowadays, many species of 
this group – but also nearly all of the fish from this area – are endangered. Threats are pollution from cities, sugarmills, sugarcane fields, agriculture in general, devastation, 
the introduction of exotic fish like Black bass and Pseudoxiphophorus bimaculatus, which is brought everywhere to fight Mosquito larvae, and by a high level of water 
consumption. Unfortunately, these fish are not in the focus of the worldwide fish trade, means nobody is breeding these fish for commercial interest as there is none, and 
therefore we only find few enthusiastics to work for the sake of the fish. 

Now, after six years working and becoming an important component in conserving Goodeids, we would like to go a step ahaead and to ask your department to become
partner in this endavour. We would like create a narrow partnership between SEMARNAT and the Goodeid Working Group, building up a network to preserve this group
of fish. 

Trying to figure out the Mexican laws, we had to recognize, that it needs a special permit to bring endangered Mexican fish to Mexico, and that permits take time. Can you
tell me if we understood this correctly and if yes, how we can get this permit? We have some strains in Europe dating back to collections in the early 1970’s, that are not 
being kept in Mexico and probably extinct in the wild nowadays. We would like to provide fish of these rare strains for Mexican Aqualabs, especially for the Laboratorio de 
Biología Acuática de la Facultad de Biología de la universidad San Nicolás de Hidalgo in Morelia, Michoacán, to build up ex situ populations in Mexico and to help the 
university in going on with phylogenetic studies to detect phylogegentical units for conservation projects and finally scientic papers of Mexican scientists. Is there a chance to 
get papers to send (or personally bring) rare or extinct in the wild Mexican fish back to their country of origin? We really would like to do so.

Furthermore, we would like to do not only survey trips, but also collection trips to collect a (low, eventually ten pairs) number of new and unknown strains to build up
back up populations out of Mexico. We heard, that this is principally possible, but we will need – of course - also permits to do so. Again, we kindly ask you to tell us how
we can get these permits. We would like to do a first collection trip in 2017 (in coordination with a survey trip to the endorheic basin of Etzatlán or the Magdalena lake, both
in jalisco), so we try to be in time with our request. We would like to cooperate with the Aqualab we mentioned above and to invite you or someone of your colleagues to 
be part of this trip, of course fully paid by our group, to see our efforts, to build up a basis of trust and to show you, that we are not interested in harming wildlife or
destroying anything. We will of course fully agree to your conditions and sign a contract of terms.

Mexico has a wonderful and overwhelming mass of wildlife, but really endangered in some areas. We, the GWG, but also European Zoos and Aquariums, we want to be part
of saving parts of it for the future, but we can do this only in cooperation with the Mexican government. We really hope that we both can build up a network of trust and will 
to save Mexican Wildlife, that we can write a new chapter in the book of fish conservation and to find a solution to link Mexican and International attempts to be finally
successful in saving Goodeids. 

In this sense, I patiently hope for your reply and send greetings from Austria to Mexico,
Michael Koeck

http://www.goodeidworkinggroup.com/
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Your message

To: …@semarnat.gob.mx 
Conserning: cooperation and help
Sent: Friday, 20th of May, 2016 18:11:54 (UTC+01:00) 

Amsterdam, Berlin, Bern, Rome, Stockholm, Vienna

was read Friday, 20th of Mai 2016 18:11:42 (UTC+01:00) 
Amsterdam, Berlin, Bern, Rome, Stockholm, Vienna.





Dear Undersecretary of  Management for Environmental Protection!

I kindly want to remind you of my last Email six weeks ago, when I offered you in the name
of the international Goodeid Working Group to cooperate in the endavour of conserving the 
threatened Mexican fish family Goodeidae and when I asked you for help. Maybe I was 
asking with you the wrong person or generally the wrong organisation (I do not even know
who in Austria would be responsible to be honest). If so, and just to pick up pace, please let
me know who I will have to contact as I really do not want to bother you with topics besides
your duty.

Yours sincerely,
Michael Koeck 



Your message

To: …@semarnat.gob.mx 
Conserning: cooperation and help
Sent: Wednesday, 6th of July, 2016 18:11:54 (UTC+01:00) 

Amsterdam, Berlin, Bern, Rome, Stockholm, Vienna

was read Wednesday, 6th of July, 2016 18:11:42 (UTC+01:00) 
Amsterdam, Berlin, Bern, Rome, Stockholm, Vienna.
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November, the 9th 2016

Dear Sr. Director…!

My name is Michael Koeck, I am zoologist, curator in the Haus des Meeres – Zoo in Vienna, Austria, 
(www.haus-des-meeres.at ) and board member and founder of the international Goodeid Working 
Group (www.goodeidworkinggroup.com), an alliance of Zoos, Museums, schools, universities and 
private people with the goal to conserve the fish family Goodeidae in the wild and prevent the 
extinction of them by building up captive populations.

In March 2017, I would like to come with two members of the Goodeid Working Group to the states 
of Michoacán and Guanajuato and it is our objective to do a survey trip to this area with the wish of 
an extractive use of some parental fish material.

In the attachment, please find our request for extractive use of parental fish material, the complete 
proposal what is on plan and an estimation of the influence of our collection on the wild 
populations, done by Prof. Domínguez from the university of Morelia. 

This is just an advance information for you to tell me what is additionally in need as there are only a 
few months left to our visit. The original bundle of papers will come by post. 

With my kindest regards,
Michael Koeck

http://www.haus-des-meeres.at/
http://www.goodeidworkinggroup.com/
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January, 17th 2017

Dear Sr. Director…!

Two months ago, I sent you a request by Email (see below) and soon thereafter the bundle of 
original papers by registered post. Until now, I have got neither a reply nor the information, that you
got the papers and work on it or not, so I fear, that my Email hasn’t reached you and the letter and 
my papers were lost though I got the information, they were delivered correctly. 

Sr. …, as it is only two months to our journey, the flights are already booked and this extractive use
of parental fish material is very important in conservation of these fish, we again ask you for help
and support in this situation. I would have phoned you already, but my Spanish is the one of a 
beginner and I wouldn’t be able to talk to you in your language, but if it helps, I can ask someone
out of our group to talk to you. Please let me know if a phone call can help to answer your requests
if you have some. In the attachment again the copies of the papers I sent you. Please let me know, 
if everything is correctly done or whatever is in need to go on with our work. At the moment, 
simply everything is blocked.

Thank you very much,
Michael Koeck
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Last hope: Mexican embassy… 
(January, 25th 2017)



February, 2nd 2017

Dear Mr. Koeck!

I  may tell you, that your proposal - following the information of the 
general directorate of wildlife conservation of SEMARNAT  - is in process
and they will come back to you soon. 

With kindest regards,

Sr….
envoy
Embassy of Mexico



February, 28th 2017
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March, the 8th 2017

¡Estimado director…!

You me llamo Michael Koeck y soy curador en un parque zoológico de Viena en Austria. ¡Disculpe! 
mi español es muy pobre pero intendo escribir en su lengua materna... He solicitado por una 
licencia de colecta cientifica o con propósitos de enseñanza en materia de vida silvestre, en la 
Modalidad B) por proyecto, pero he cometido un error y he no rellenado el formulario necessario. 
Entretanto todo es hecho y será (supuestamente) con ayuda del ministerio de asuntos exterios en 
su dirección (Oficio No. SGPA/DGVS/00869/17), al menos he dicho la embaja de México en Viena. 
Los originales he enviado à la embaja de Austria en México, pero es posible que todavía no son 
llegados. Yo sé que todo es muy tarde y que he perdido mucho tiempo con preguntas a lugares 
falsos (empecé en Mayo), porque no sabía preguntar par esta licencia. Para mí es muy dificil venir 
frecuentemente a México y para el parque zoológico y para nosotros activitades por la 
conservación de los Goodeidos, esta licencia es muy importante, por eso cortésmente pedo a 
usted que haga conceder el solicitud. Una otra problema es: Estoy registrado para pagar con 
e5cinco, pero no es posible pagar y no puedo transferir de dinero de una banca de Austria à 
SEMARNAT. Señor director, yo estaré en la Ciudad de México lunes el Marzo decimotercero y 
¿pedo a usted si es posible - si su decisión será positivo – de expedir esta licencia para el lunes y 
pago la tarifa en SEMARNAT directamente?

Esperamo una respuesta positiva 
Atentamente, Michael Koeck



Your message

To: …@semarnat.gob.mx 
Concerning: Oficio No. SGPA/DGVS/00869/17
Sent: Wednesday, 8th of March 2017 13:27:39 (UTC+01:00) 

Amsterdam, Berlin, Bern, Rome, Stockholm, Vienna

was read Wednesday, 8th of March 2017 12:53:46 (UTC+01:00) 
Amsterdam, Berlin, Bern, Rome, Stockholm, Vienna
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After 3 hours…





May in Vienna - Goodeid 
Weekend 17

1. My attempt with protected fish

2. Paperwork for protected fish

3. Attempt and Paperwork for not protected
fish

4. Summary: Problems and Challenges





Permission for a collection for 
scientific or educational reasons in 
the field of Wildlife conservation, 
following module B) for a project











































So why did it not work?

1. We didn‘t go through the proper channels
2. List included partly not protected species
3. The letter from the university was not signed by

the rector
4. The letter from the university was not 

addressed to the general director of the Wildlife
department

5. We didn‘t pay in time



The proper channels…

1. Send everything to the corresponding
embassy in Mexico via YOUR foreign
ministry ( do NOT mail!) 

2. Wait about two months



Why do not mail?

1. Post promises 2 – 6 working days

2. That means about 2 months in reality…

3. With the foreign ministry it lasts “only“ 
1 month…



Why don‘t add not protected
species?

1. SEMARNAT deals only with protected
species

2. Not protected species are in the program
of SAGARPA



The letter…

1. The professor is not enough

2. If not addressed to the general director, the 
letter could be used anytime for anything



Why didn‘t we pay in time?

1. You cannot do a money transfer to any
SEMARNAT account, because there is none

2. The e5cinco form cannot be used from outside of 
Mexico

3. So: you NEED someone to pay for you IN Mexico 
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Ministry of Agriculture, cattle raising, fishing and feeding





April, 7th 2017

Dear Srs!

I was talking to SEMARNAT recently in behalf of the Zoo, where I am working as a 
curator, concerning the collection and export of Mexican fish, but part of the species 
I asked for are not protected by Mexican law and I was told, I need to talk to 
SAGARPA, what kind of permits I will need to do so, and in general what the 
procedure is to collect not endangered fish and export them to Europe. In detail, I 
am asking for about 10 - 20 pairs of some Goodeid species like Xenotoca variata and 
Goodea atripinnis. Would you please help me in this case?

With kindest regards,
Michael Koeck





National Health Service
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April, 16th 2017

Dear Srs.!

Could you be so kind and help me in this question? I didn‘t get any reply from 
SAGARPA, so I hope you can give me a reply to what kind of trámite or solictud we
will need, and what are the procedures to collect not protected fish and export
them alive to Europe. We want to do this in September, that means, there is not a 
lot of time left to work on it.

Thank you very much,

Michael Koeck
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April, 26th 2017

Dear Sr or Sra!

My name is Michael Koeck, I am curator in the Haus des Meeres - Zoo in 
Austria and want to export live wild caught Mexican fish from Mexico to 
Austria. I am in contact with SEMARNAT concerning permits to export
protected species next year, and they told me, to export not protected fish, I 
have to talk to you. Would you please be so kind and tell me, what I have to do 
to export fish to Austria, what steps have been done by me and what you need
on documents from me to do so successfully? The plan is to export the fish by
the end of November or the beginning of December, so I should start with the 
procedures.

With my kindest regards, Michael Koeck
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May, 12th 2017

Dear Sr. or Sra!

Following the SENASICA website, you are in charge of certificates to export live and wild caught
not in risk Mexican fish to Europe for keeping them in our zoo. Would you please be so kind and 
send me all the information I will need to do so? 

For me as a stranger with little skills in Spanish it is hard to get the information from the 
SENASICA site and it is again more difficult, when I don’t get any reply to my requests. I don’t
think it will be necessary to ask the Mexican embassador in Vienna for help as I am sure, you can
provide me with all the information without the need to ask him. 

So please, let me know, what I will need or where on the SENASICA Website I can find the 
information so I can finally start working on it. 

Thank you very much!
Michael Koeck
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May, 16th 2017  16:48

Dear Sr. Dir…!

My name is Michael Koeck, I am curator in the Haus des Meeres – Aqua Terra Zoo, a zoo in Viena, 
Austria, and am looking for a way to collect and export not protected fish to Austria for our exhibition. 
Following my contacts to SEMARNAT, SAGARPA or more precisely SENASICA is in charge of permits to 
allow us to do so. Therefore, I tried several times within the last two months to get information about
the way how to do and what kind of permit I would need and I have sent Emails to the following Email 
accounts: contacto@sagarpa.gob.mx, reqacuicola.dgsa@senasica.gob.mx and 
atencionciudadana@senasica.gob.mx. Finally with no reaction at all. I do not know why nobody
replied to my requests, especially as we are really interested in this procedure. I asked in a friendly
manner and didnt request anything impossible. You are more or less my last hope to answer me the 
following questions and help the procedures to be started:

1. What permit will I need to catch and export a limited number of not protected live fish (Precisely
spoken: about 20 pairs of the Goodeid-species Xenotoca variata and Goodea atripinnis each) from 
Mexico to Europe and where on the SENASICA website can I find the information about it?

2. What procedures must additionally be done to get the permission

Thank you very much in advance, 
Michael Koeck

mailto:contacto@sagarpa.gob.mx
mailto:reqacuicola.dgsa@senasica.gob.mx
mailto:atencionciudadana@senasica.gob.mx


May, 16th 2017  17:03

Dear Mr. Koeck: we will be in touch with you for your request.

I´ve attached your e mail to my coworkers.

Sorry for the delay.

Best regards

MVZ Mauricio Flores Villasuso
Director de Sanidad Acuícola y Pesquera

DIRECCIÓN GENERAL DE SALUD ANIMAL
Boulevard Adolfo Ruíz Cortines 5010 piso 5 
Col. Insurgentes, Cuicuilco, Delegación Coyoacán
Ciudad de México, C.P. 04530
Teléfono (01) 55 5905 1000 ext. 51076
mauricio.flores@senasica.gob.mx

mailto:mauricio.flores@senasica.gob.mx


May, 17th 2017

Dear Michael Koek

In response to your requirement, let me tell you, by this way I send you the administrative requirements, 
however is it necessary that you contact to your heatlh authorities to know the regulations to these kind 
of organisms, with the iam to know the regulation for these organisms.

These because is necessary to have the reference to issued the correct certification.

Later is necesary to know if this species are not in extinsion danger.

Sincerely

M en C. Luz Alejandra Delgadillo Sierra
Jefa de Departamento de Planeación

DIRECCIÓN DE SANIDAD ACUÍCOLA Y PESQUERA
Dirección de Sanidad Acuícola y Pesquera
Blv. Adolfo Ruiz Cortines N°5010, Piso 5
Insurgentes Cuicuilco
Delegación Coyoacán
Ciudad de México, CP. 04530
Tel: 5905 1000 Ext. 53225
luz.delgadillo@senasica.gob.mx

mailto:luz.delgadillo@senasica.gob.mx


May, 17th 2017

Thank you very much !

The regulations for the import of this kind of animals (not CITES listed and not endangered fish) to the European 
Union are easy. We only need the health certificate L 306/15, Part B (in the attachment) filled in by a veterinarian
and send a copy of it (original will stay with the fish) 48 hrs in advance to the airport veterinarian inspection stuff of 
the airport, the fish will enter the territory of the European Union (usually Madrid, Frankfurt, Paris or Amsterdam). 
Everything else – the customs work – will be done like always by our cooperating broker at Vienna airport (CCS, 
Cargo Clearing Systems) when the fish arrive. However, all of these things can be done by me from Mexico by Email 
and by some coordination in advance.

The species we would like to add to our exhibition are Goodeid species, Goodea atripinnis and Xenotoca variata; 
eventually Alloophorus robustus if we can find some. All of this fish are not included into NOM-059-SEMARNAT-
2010 (the list of Goodeids is on page 44). 

We definitely would like to export protected species as well, but this will be part of a special trip to Jalisco and 
Michoacán in fall 2018. Here we are carefully preparing the required documents for SEMARNAT, as it has been told
us on our last visit in February. 

We will work through the requirements and will come back to you as soon as we have it finished. The survey and 
collecting trip is planned for late November or the beginning of December to Guanajuato, one week between
Irapuato and San Francisco del Rincón, a highly polluted area. What timeframe do you estimate to finish paperwork
to get the permits in time after I sent everything to you? Do you need everything sent in original by post or is it
enough to email you the documents?

Thank you again and my best wishes,
Michael









 

 

To  

Mr. MVZ Mauricio Flores Villasuso 

Director de Sanidad Acuícola y Pesquera 

 

Vienna, 18.05.2017 

 

Applicant and person in charge for notifications:  

Mag. Michael Koeck, Curator 

Haus des Meeres – Aqua Terra Zoo GmbH 

Fritz Gruenbaum-Platz 1, A-1060, Vienna, Austria 

Phone: +43 1 587 14 17 61 

Cell.      +43 664 76 55 408 

Email: michael.koeck@haus-des-meeres.at 

 

Type of requested certificate: 

Certificado de Sanidad Acuícola para exportación de especies acuáticas 

 

Requested for the following Goodeid species (Goodeideos): 

20 specimens Alloophorus robustus (Chegua), wild caught 

50 specimens Goodea atripinnis (Tiro), wild caught 

50 specimens Xenotoca variata (Pintada), wild caught 

These species are not protected by NOM-059-SEMARNAT-2010 (Goodeids on page 44) 

 

Origin: 

Mexico, federal state of Guanajuato 

all specimens and species would be caught in the wild between 10.11. and 20.12.2017 

 

Destination country: 

Austria 

 

Recipient: 

Haus des Meeres – Aqua Terra Zoo GmbH 

Fritz Gruenbaum-Platz 1, A-1060, Vienna, Austria 

 

Customs office of departure: 

Mexico City International Airport 

Av. 602, No. 161, Col. San Juan de Aragón, 

Deleg. Venustiano Carranza, C.P. 15620, México, D.F. 

 

Vehicle of transport: 

Airplane 

 

Michael Koeck, Curator 
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Challenge No. 1:
Get permits for fish collection and 
export

Solution:
Take yourself plenty of time



Challenge No. 2
Find an authority to ask

Solution:
Follow the presentation here



Challenge No. 3:
Start communication

Solution:
Learn Spanish well or be lucky in 
finding someone speaking English



Challenge No. 4:
Provide the requested documents

Solution:
Collect as many as possible and  
present them in English or Spanish



Challenge No. 5:
Get the documents to Mexico

Solution:
Depends on authority: Email or
Ministry of foreign affairs



Challenge No. 6:
Get the payment done

Solution:
Need a Mexican to pay for you



Challenge No. 7:
Get the requested permits

Solution:
Follow step 1 to 6 and wait, and wait, 
and wait…



What else is to 
consider?



1. Not protected species may become part of 
the list of protected species in the future
(e.g. new described species, new 
estimations of threat)

2. Stay within the limits of numbers you gave
to the authorities

3. Get your health services and custom
papers finished in time



4. Talk in advance to your airline if it is allowed to  

take fish in the suitcase or work on an official

shipment with an animal transport company

5.  Be aware that it will be rare and hard to get

permits to collect protected fish.

6.  Therefore it will be necessary to select
carefully needed strains and species and place
them in one shipment





7.  We need to cooperate together in Mexico trips
to collect and store fish for the permitted
shipment

8.  We also need to think about a cooperation
with the university in Morelia (and students) 
to collect and store fish in place

9.  This will cost money…




