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Kees (ca 1970) 



The start 
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Poecilia Nederland  



The first goodeids 
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Xenotoca eiseni 

Ameca splendens 



The first goodeids 
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Ilyodon “xantusi” 

Chapalichthys pardalis 



Fish house 
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Outdoor 
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Information 
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Poecilia Nieuws 
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Information 
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Information 
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Bustamante 1837 Hubbs & Turner 1939 

 



Breeding 
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Overall 
•High tolerance for changing water temperature 

•Most species are omnivorous 

•Not vulnerable for diseases 

•Regular water changes are necessary 

•Easy to breed 

•Most of the time flockbreeding is possible 

•Large fry are easy to feed 

•Not for a community tank 

 

 

 
 

 

 

But…….. 

It’s not always that easy. 



Critical females (1) 
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• Fertile in the first week after parturition  

• Prefer males with courtship and highly ornamented males 

(fins, flank colour) 

• Larger males show more courtship behaviour 

• Fail to get pregnant if the largest male is  

< 75% of their own size or if they receive little courtship 

 

Allotoca dugesii Skiffia lermae 
Neotoca bilineata 



Critical females (2) 
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• Without a good partner, no mating 

• Become infertile if they miss reproductive 

period 

• Aggression between females when no males 

available 

Allotoca dugesii Skiffia lermae 
Neotoca bilineata 



Critical females (3) 
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• No storage of sperm 

• Offspring of more than one male in one brood 

(multiple paternity) 

• Females “vibrate” when they are challenged, this 

costs a lot of energy 
 

Allotoca dugesii Skiffia lermae 
Neotoca bilineata 



Critical females (4) 

17 

Introduced guppy males, chase the 

females of Neotoca bilineata 



Flock breeding (1) 
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 Species aquarium works best 

 D 
 

Skiffia multipunctata 



Skiffia multipunctata female 

Flock breeding (2) 



Flock breeding (3) 
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Girardinichthys ireneae RADDA & MEYER 2003 

 



Zacapu 
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Flock breeding (4) 
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• No real swimmer  small tank 

• Well planted tank with hiding places 

• No flakes, but live and frozen food  

• Regular water changes 

• Species tank  

 

 
 



Flock breeding (5) 
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Allodontichthys tamazulae 



Flock breeding (6) 
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Río Tamazula 
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Change the water 

regularly 



Flock breeding (7) 
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Quitzeo 
Neotoca bilineata 



Temperature 
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Girardinichthys 

viviparus 



Lago de Tecocomulco 



Lago de Tecocomulco 

 2008 new 

location for  

G. viviparus 



Lago Mayor Alameda Oriente 
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Lago Mayor Alameda Oriente 
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Temperature 

Girardinichthys viviparus  
 



Temperature 
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Characodon lateralis  

Characodon audax 



Hybrids 
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Temperature 
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Food 
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Ilyodon furcidens 

Río Ahuacapán 

 

 

Food 



Food 
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Allotoca dugesii Rancho el Molino 



Food 

39 

Alloophorus robustus 



Old fish 
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• Small/young females give bigger fry, the fry 

have a bigger change to be eaten 

• Older females do not reproduce anymore, 

keep breeding with younger females 
 



Why? 
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Skiffia francesae 

Zoogoneticus tequila 

Girardinichthys viviparus 



Why? 
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It’s fun………….. 



Why? 
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And you meet a lot of nice 

people and visit interesting 

places. 

 

Thank you very much. 



Pictures: Juan Carlos Merino, Omar Dominguez-Dominguez, Ruud 

Wildekamp, John Lyons, Roman Slaboch, the internet & Kees de Jong 


