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ABSTRACT

The viviparous fishes of the family Goodeidae are an ecologically, scientifically, and culturally
important component of the freshwater fish fauna of central México. Forty species are currently
recognized, nearly all of which are threatened with extinction. Many of these species have
distinctive populations that may be evolutionarily important. We used available genetic and
morphological data coupled with biogeographical information to identify 79 discrete populations
that may warrant recognition. Of these, 17 populations (21%) appear to be extinct in the wild with
only eight found in captivity. Of the 62 populations that still persist in nature, 44 (71%) are
endangered, 14 (23%) are vulnerable, and just 4 (6%) are relatively secure. An international
association of over 100 scientists and expert aquarists, the Goodeid Working Group, has been
established to work for the conservation of goodeids. Goals include development of a network for
the captive maintenance of rare goodeid populations, support for the protection and restoration
of wild populations and their habitats, and promotion of conservation-oriented scientific research.
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